
Zoo Video Recording Sheet

Make a note of the animals you see and any other comments, e.g. enclosure, people watching. 
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Monday week 1 Spoken language 1
Animal Speech!
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Tuesday week 1 Composition 1
Synonyms for ‘said’ Spelling Homework
A synonym is a word or phrase that means exactly or nearly the same as another word or phrase in the same language, for example shut is a synonym of close.
uttered                  regarded            announced   
demanded


voiced         

expressed   

shouted


boasted
explained          exclaimed            complained

       argued



Wednesday week 1 Transcription
Arguments for and against zoos



Wednesday week 1 Grammar 1
Polar Bears
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	Polar Bear Facts

Polar bears are mammals

They live from 25-30 years

They can weigh 410kg-720kg

Some can grow to 2.5m long

	Polar bears live mainly in the Artic where they are surrounded by ice and snow. They are very strong swimmers as they have slightly webbed front paws, which act as paddles. This is a useful tool for the polar bears as much of their food is caught from the sea. They also travel to different parts of the Artic to source more food by swimming long distances. When they get weary, they have been known to climb on top of a sheet of ice and use it as a float to get to another piece of land! 
Polar bears have a very thick coat of insulated fur, which covers a layer of fat. This keeps the bears warm in the freezing temperatures where they live. The fur even grows on the bottom of their paws to protect them from the snow they walk on and it also provides a bit of grip to stop them sliding on the ice. Their fur gives the bear an excellent camouflage against the white snow, although under their fur they have black skin. This is to help them soak up the sun’s rays and keep their bodies warmer. 

 A polar bear’s main diet is seals and they hunt them by lying very still and waiting for the seals to come up for air.  


Thursday week 1 word reading 1
Polar Bears
	Polar bears are located predominantly in the Arctic, although they can be found in small numbers across other areas of the globe. There are between 25,000 to 40,000 roaming the Arctic. 

They may seem cuddly but polar bears are one of the world’s largest predators and some males can grow up to 10 feet tall when standing on their hind legs. Their main diet is seals and they often wait silently by a seal’s breathing hole waiting for the seal to take a breath. They have jagged teeth which are very effective at killing their prey quickly and easily.

Contrary to popular belief a polar bear’s fur is not actually white, it just appears white. Each fur follicle is a clear hollow tube that reflects the light. However, it provides the polar bar with excellent camouflage against the white snow.  Polar bear fur also not as soft as we may think; it is oily and water repellent. The hairs do not mat or tangle when the polar bear gets wet. This allows them to shake the water and ice off their fur the minute they depart the water. 

Because the polar bear spends a lot of time in the water, they have become competent swimmers over time. Their front paws are slightly webbed and act as paddles. Their paw pads are rough and hairy to stop them slipping on the ice and snow. 
	Fun Facts

* Polar bears are mammals
*Climate change is the biggest threat to polar bears

*Polar bears actually have black skins and colourless hair

*Polar bears clean by rolling in snow

*Polar bears can smell a seal from 1km away.
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Thursday week 1 word reading 1
Polar Bears Discussion Points

Thursday week 1 comprehension 1
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 Friday week 1 Grammar 2
Present Perfect and Simple Past Tense

Remember: 
· The simple past tells us the event has happened. 
The penguins dived underwater.  

· The present perfect tells us that the event is still happening.
 
The penguins have dived underwater. (i.e. they are still there.)
	Simple past
	Present perfect

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Monday week 2 Grammar 3


Tuesday week 1 Comprehension 2



Tuesday week 1 Comprehension 2


Tuesday week 1 Comprehension 2
Persuasive Writing Examples (Harder)
On a visit to my local zoo, I was shocked at the appalling treatment of some of the animals I came across. One rhino had backed itself to the very edge of the cage, away from all the children who were screaming at it. He looked so sad and fed up that it bought a tear to my eye. The enclosure couldn’t have been bigger than the size of a small school hall and the lack of stimulation for the poor animal was heart-breaking. I may have imagined it but I could have sworn he looked right at me as if to say, “Please help me, please get me out of here.” I got quite cross with a rather rude little child standing next to me who was shouting at the dear rhino to turn around and do something funny. I mean, is that what these animals are in there for, as silly entertainment for us humans? 

Tuesday Week 2 Comprehension 2

Persuasive Writing Examples (Harder)
The problem with zoos is that lots of them soothe their feelings of guilt by telling themselves that they are really doing these animals a favour by contributing towards the conservation of the species. The reality, however, is very different. Many of these animals that are bred in captivity never get to experience their true identity. They never get to roam around freely, making relationships and acting in a natural way. They are told what to eat, when to sleep, what to play with (if anything!) and how to act. They will never be released as they wouldn’t be able to survive for more than five minutes in the wild. So, the next time you see an animal in the zoo, please consider these points and DON’T be fooled by the signs telling you the zoo is keeping the animal contained for the better good because this is definitely not the case!
Some might say that zoos help the animal have a longer life BUT does longer necessarily mean BETTER? Ok, so the animal might have another few years on this planet, but you have to ask yourself: does it really want those extra years? Wouldn’t it be better to put it out of its misery sooner? In the wild, animals live life to the full every day, and, whilst I accept that this may mean they are subject to an early death by predators or disease, this still has to be better than sitting in a tiny cage having humans shout at you and having cameras flash at you all day, every day, doesn’t it? 

Tuesday Week 2 Comprehension 2

Persuasive Writing Examples (Harder)
Can everyone afford a trip to Africa or the Arctic? I don’t think so. This is where zoos come into their own. Instead of having to pay thousands on flights and travel, the cost of the zoo is nothing AND you are at least guaranteed to see some animals. There have been stories where people have paid extraordinary amounts of money to go on safari and they haven’t even seen a bird! What a waste of money and time! Isn’t it better to have these animals in zoos around the county so they are accessible to everyone and not just the elite who can afford it? If someone has never seen a tiger in real-life, why would they bother donating money to save the tigers in the wild? However, once they have seen the beauty and majestic qualities a tiger has, by visiting a zoo, then they will surely be much more likely to donate in the shop or when they get home. Therefore, that one tiger in the zoo has helped save thousands of others in their natural habitats. 
Some endangered species in the wild find it almost impossible to find a mate as their species numbers are so small, making an already awful situation even worse. This is where zoos with a comprehensive conservation programme come into their own. Through these programmes, animals can be paired up with a suitable mate and they will go on to have strong babies that have a good chance of being released back into the wild. The animals remaining in the zoo lead a peaceful and contented life with a companion rather than having the gruelling struggle of trying the find a mate their whole life.
Tuesday Week 2 Comprehension 2

Persuasive Writing Examples (Harder)
With so many animals’ natural habitats being destroyed by humans and natural disasters, where would all these animals go if it wasn’t for zoos? Zoos come in all shapes and sizes around the world and if they didn’t exist then, when disasters like a bush fire in Australia happened, all the wombats, wallabies and other wildlife would be left starving and homeless. Volunteers from local zoos search for and take in these vulnerable animals and make sure they have a warm home, suitable food and water. They are kept there until their habitat recovers or until another suitable place is found. Surely that is a better situation that leaving them to die of starvation?

Zoos have been around for hundreds of years and they are one of our country’s greatest treasures. It is hard to think of a better family day out with a good mixture of fun and education. If they were closed down, it would be the greatest shame that families of the future would never get to experience this. Plus what would happen to all of the animals in the zoos? Would they all be killed? Given away to horrid circuses? It’s not worth thinking about. 
Please give a generous donation today as your money will go towards the conservation and well-being of our animals in the zoo. Without your money we couldn’t do the work we do and we want the zoo to be open to future generations for years to come. It will be the best few pounds you will ever spend!

Tuesday Week 2 Comprehension 2

Persuasive Writing Examples (Easier)

Most zoos are good zoos and do a lot of worthwhile things. A stimulating environment is provided, which means the animal is never bored. The animals receive a better level of care and medical attention that a lot of humans do!

You can’t get rid of zoos, they have been around for hundreds of years and they make a great day trip for families. It wouldn’t be fair to future generations to get rid of them.
Zoos raise a LOT of money for the conservation of animals. People are much more likely to donate money to a species they have actually seen in real-life, rather than one they have just seen in a book. All that money then goes to good causes to help save more animals. So we get to see these animals and then the money we pay to see them helps more animals. It’s a win-win situation!

Without zoos, most of the world would never have seen a tiger or a lion in real life. Wouldn’t that be a shame? 
Tuesday Week 2 Comprehension 2

Persuasive Writing Examples (Easier)
There is just one question you have to ask yourself, do the animals look happy? Really look into one of the animal’s eyes next time you visit the zoo and I think you will find the answer is NO. How can they be happy sitting around all day in a tiny enclosure having lots of children and adults staring at them, jeering at them, taking pictures of them with a blinding flash all day?

Lots of zoos breed extra baby animals because they know that more of the public will pay and will be more likely to visit the zoo to see baby animals rather than older ones. But what happens to the baby animals when they grow up and aren’t quite so cute? Well I’m afraid to say that quite often these animals are either given away to pet shops, petting zoos or, even worse, they are killed, simply because they have grown up and served their purpose! Shocking!
Do we really have the right to capture animals from the wild and keep them for our viewing pleasure in a cage? The poor things look so sad and bored; it is like a form of torture for them.
Tuesday Week 2 Comprehension 2

Persuasive Writing Examples (Easier)

Most zoos have now realised that the public wants to see the animals in better enclosures. The average size of an elephant enclosure has almost tripled over the last few years. Nowadays, zoos provide not only more space but also a much more fulfilling and stimulating environment for these animals. Muddy lagoons with fountains are a realistic bathing pool just like the muddy rivers the elephants in the wild might enjoy.
A child who has seen a penguin in a zoo may then grow up to be an amazing scientist who then works to combat global warming! Zoos can be a great source of inspiration to show what our wonderful world has to offer and how we can help it be a better place. Not bad for a £8 entrance fee!
Make sure you come and visit our new baby orang-utan! She is the cutest, most adorable thing you will ever see. She absolutely loves meeting new people and this is really a once in a life-time opportunity! Orang-utans are one of the most endangered species and without projects like this, the only orang-utans the children of the future will see will be in a book. 
Tuesday Week 2 Comprehension 2

Persuasive Writing Examples (Easier)

Against:

Zoos often have signs up saying they are helping to educate children about animals and their environments, but are they really teaching our children the right message? With animals cooped up in small un-stimulating enclosures, taken away from everything that is natural to them, and bored, aren’t we just showing children how not to look after animals?
For:

Please give a generous donation today as your money will go towards the conservation and well-being of our animals in the zoo. We can protect rare animals and help them not to become extinct. Without your money we couldn’t do the work we do and we want the zoo to be open to future generations for years to come. It will be the best few pounds you will ever spend!
Tuesday Week 2 Comprehension 2
	Persuasive Texts Recording Sheet
Write down notes about each persuasive text, e.g. layout, language, audience.

	Text 1

	Text 2

	Text 3

	Text 4

	Text 5




Wednesday week 2 Comprehension 3
Persuasive texts weblinks
http://www.captiveanimals.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Sad-Eyes-Empty-Lives.pdf - Against zoos and captivity

http://www.peta.org/about-peta/why-peta/zoos/- Opposing zoos

http://www.veganpeace.com/animal_cruelty/zoos.htm -Good and bad points about zoos

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/encyclopedia/zoo/?ar_a=1- Picture form with short descriptions about the good of zoos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McPuGh33HCw - A persuasive video with pictures and narration about why zoos are not good. Made by a girl. (nearly 7 minutes but good to show clips)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cT_HgcbINf4 - Euro Association of zoos and aquaria, video about zoos used for conservation (quite long but good for clips)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMY7Q_kzirI - Video without any words showing pictures of animals in their natural environment and those within zoos. A good discussion point for persuasion without language.
Why it is morally wrong to keep animals in zoos (1)
The animal rights argument
It is wrong to keep animals in zoos because:
· It treats the animal as a means to achieve some human end rather than considering the 
animal’s best interests.
· It fails to treat animals with the respect they deserve.
· It violates the animal's right to live in freedom.
The animal welfare argument
From the welfare point of view it is wrong to keep an animal in a zoo if the animal has a less pleasant life than it would in the wild.  Keeping animals in zoos is bad for their welfare because:
· The animal is deprived of its natural habitat.
· The animal may not have enough room.
· The animal is deprived of its natural social structure and companionship.
· The animal is forced into close proximity with other species and human beings which may be unnatural for it.
· The animal may become bored, depressed and institutionalized.
· Animals bred in zoos may become involved with human beings rather than members of their own species - this prevents them fully experiencing their true identity. 

· Although animals may live longer in zoos than in the wild, it may be a worse quality of life.
There is more to treating animals in an appropriate way than keeping them healthy. It's possible (and used to be common) for zoos to keep animals in perfect physical shape, but in conditions that caused the animals to display serious behavioural problems.

Zoos and conservation

Where a zoo is keeping animals in order to preserve a species under threat in the wild, and treats its animals in a suitable way, this might be morally acceptable. Some animal activists argue that the conservation argument is flawed. They list the following weaknesses.
· A zoo may be unable to keep a large enough number of individuals to provide a sufficiently varied gene pool for the species to breed without problems.
· Where animals are rare and hard to breed in captivity, removing specimens from the wild to zoos may result in the population falling.
· Returning animals to the wild is difficult.
· The benefits to the overall species population do not compensate the individual animals for the negative effects of living in a zoo.
(Taken from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/animals/using/entertainment_1.shtml)
                                                                                                                                 Wednesday week 2 Comprehension 3
Why zoos should stay (2)
I bet if you asked most of the population whether they had ever visited a zoo, you would get a resounding reply of yes. That is because for many years families have been enjoying day trips to the zoo. That’s one of the great things about zoos; whatever the age of your family or whatever the weather is throwing at us, the zoo is one of the most enjoyable visits a family can make. When children are young they love looking at all the big animals and listening to the sounds they make. As they get older they can participate in some of the activities on offer and then, as they get older still, it becomes an educational visit, learning from the information and signs at each enclosure. I wonder how many vets and zookeepers can put their job choice down to an inspirational visit to the zoo at a young age. I wouldn’t mind betting the percentages are high!
A zoo teaches our children what a big world we live in and unless they are lucky enough to see these creatures in their wild setting later in life, a zoo is the only place that can really open their eyes to the wonderful things that are on our planet. It doesn’t matter how many books about tigers they read, there is nothing like the real experience of seeing a tiger up close, to witness the size of its paws and the power of its jaws. 
Not only does a trip to the zoo offer education in terms of the species of animal, but it also offers an education into conservation and why it is so important that some animals are protected and how this is done. Who is going to pick up the phone and donate money after reading about a tiger in a book at home? It is far more likely that after seeing the majestic animal in the flesh, children and adults alike will be willing to donate to help the species survive and the zoo enables them to do this. 
Here are some of the main arguments for zoos:
· Zoos are actively involved in conservation through inter-zoo breeding programs and work with wild populations.
· Education about biodiversity, habitat protection and conservation is provided by zoos on site and in schools.
· Zoo animals are advocates for those in the wild and inspire people to care about threatened wildlife.
   Wednesday week 2 Comprehension 3
Why zoos are bad (3)
Zoos are simply an out-dated concept. Years ago before the internet and before video channels, zoos were a source of education, but not today. If we want to find out about what a giraffe looks like we can find pictures, videos, facts, sounds, all within seconds on our computers and phones and no poor animals need to suffer. People who say that zoos are important for education have no argument to fall back on nowadays. Why should an animal spend its whole life (its only life) cooped up in a tiny cage bored out of its mind just so that we can stand there and stare at it and then go home and say we saw a gorilla? What gives us the right as humans to do that to another animal? Imagine if we put different races of humans behind bars in zoos just to show the other cultures of the world to children, as an education! If we did that there would be a worldwide outcry so how can we get away with it for animals?
Animals in zoos are taken away from their natural environment and by doing so they are taken away from all the natural things they would get up to in the wild. We can’t possibly learn what animals are really like by watching them in a zoo as they behave in a completely different way to their wild counterparts. So this is yet another myth when zoos state they are educating. A lot of animals in zoos show signs that they are unhappy such as stalking, pacing back and forth, aggression and boredom traits like twitching, itching. Some of these symptoms make the crowds laugh and some, like the aggression, are dealt with by giving the animals drugs to calm them down! How awful is that?
Next time you visit a zoo look out for:

· Animals cowering in corners to get away from the crowds of people.
· Behavioural traits associated with being confined (see above).
· Dirty cages.
· Enclosures that are much too small for the size of the animal.
Then have a good long think about whether zoos should really be allowed in this century!

Wednesday week 2 Comprehension 3
Spelling Homework
The prefix in– can mean both ‘not’ and ‘in’/’into’. 

We have been learning about the arguments for and against zoos and will be writing our own piece of persuasive writing. We can use the prefix –in to make a counter argument.

The monkeys in the zoo were very active.

The monkeys in the zoo were very inactive.

Write the counter arguments underneath and underline the prefix you have added:

1. I was correct about the conservation projects.
1. That is a valid point.

1. The enclosures are definitely adequate.

1. The points you raised were very accurate.

1. The entrance fee is expensive.

1. The staff were visible at all times.

1. The perimeter fence of the lion’s enclosure was complete.

Friday week 2 Transcription 2
















































said





Use a thesaurus or think of your own synonyms for ‘said’. 





AGAINST








FOR





Synonyms





Do you believe that polar bears should be kept in zoos?





How have polar bears adapted to their environment? How will they have to adapt in the future?





How was this text different from the other books that mention polar bears?





Did your reading challenge your thoughts on polar bears at all?





What facts did you learn about polar bears?





Purpose





Audience





Examples





Structure





Language features
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