
Shoebox House Craft Instruction
For the Animals Who Sank the Boat

You Will Need:
•	 shoeboxes
•	 Masking Tape
•	 Scissors
•	 Toilet roll inners or other tubes
•	 Cereal boxes
•	 Paint
•	 Paintbrush
•	 Ruler
•	 Pencil
•	 Felt or foam sheets
•	 Glue stick or double sided tape
•	 Wrapping paper
•	 White paper
•	 Coloured felt pens
•	 Matchboxes

Method:

1.	 Read the book, ‘Who Sank the Boat?’ by Pamela Allen, to the children.

2.	 Explain to them that after the animals had fallen into the water they must have 
been so cold. However, once they made it to shore, they didn’t have a house to go 
to to dry off or to have a good night’s sleep. 

3.	 Let the children know that their task will be to create a house for all the animals to 
stay, using matchboxes, shoeboxes and cereal boxes, along with toilet roll inners. 

4.	 Encourage them to independently decide on the layout of their house for the 
animals. There are five animals that were in the boat that sunk (cow, donkey, 
sheep, pig and tiny mouse) so there needs to be five rooms. Each shoebox will 
form a room. Explain to the children that it’s a good idea to begin with a large one 
at the base before adding another box (storey) or two. Remind them that they 
can use more than one box per floor, just make sure that the structure doesnt 
topple over. 

5.	 When the children are happy with the look of their house and there is a room for all 
the animals, they can begin taping all the boxes together. They should connect the 
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front, sides and backs to each other wherever they can. Masking tape is ideal as it 
is easy to paint over afterwards.

6.	 Instruct them to add a chimney to the top of their houses, as the animals will 
need to be in a warm house. Children can do this by using toilet roll inners or other 
tubes. Assist the children in cutting 2cm slits up from the base all the way around, 
then press these out to form tabs that you can tape over to keep the chimney 
in place. Give the children an option of having a sloped roof on their houses, by 
cutting the corner off a cereal box and taping it to the top of a shoebox. When the 
structure is complete, paint the outside and leave it to dry. 

7.	 Once the house has dried, explain to them they now need to move their focus to 
inside the hosue. Instruct the children to measure the base of the ‘rooms’ and cut 
this size of felt or foam to make  carpets for the animals rooms. The carpet can be 
stuck down usign glue or double-sided sticky tape. 

8.	 Measure the sides and back of each ‘room’ before cutting out pieces of wrapping 
paper to the right size. Now, use glue to paste your ‘wallpaper’ to the walls. 

9.	 Lastly, white paper works well for the ceiling and also as a base for windows. 
Instruct the children to use matchboxes and left over boxes to create beds and 
tables for each room. They can also use felt pens to create detail and colour. 

10.	 Place all the animals that helped ‘sink the boat’ in their rooms. 
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