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FirstNews

Fati h Birol, from the Internati onal Energy Agency, 
says the coronavirus lockdown has led to a cut in 
carbon dioxide emissions across the world. But 
we need to keep going.

Emissions plunged by a global average of 17% in 
April – the sharpest drop in carbon output since 
records began. In the UK, the decline was about 
31%. But, as countries slowly get back to normal 
acti vity, the decline has already bounced back to 
within about 5% of last year’s levels.

That is sti ll the biggest annual drop since the 

Second World War, and much bett er than we’ve seen 
recently, with emissions rising by about 1% a year. 

Emissions must fall to net zero by 2050 to meet 
the goals of the Paris agreement, signed up to by 
world leaders. 

The experience of the pandemic so far has shown 
that changes in people’s behaviour – such as not 
fl ying or driving, and working from home – is only 
part of the answer. The world sti ll has a long way to 
go. Even with lockdown, most of the emissions have 
remained, so even bigger shift s are needed to the 
way the world produces and uses energy. 

Fati h Birol says: “The next three years will 

determine the course of the next 30 years and 
beyond. If emissions rebound, it is very diffi  cult 
to see how they will be brought down in future.”

That’s why the IEA is urging governments to have 
green recovery packages for life aft er lockdown, with 
wind and solar power being a top focus.

And Lord Deben, chair of the Committ ee on 
Climate Change (CCC),  says we need new schemes 
to insulate homes, to raise carbon taxes, to switch 
to electric vehicles and improve broadband, to help 
the green recovery and cut emissions for good. He 
said: “We have to do this as rapidly as possible – this 
window of opportunity is closing clearly.” 

by editor in chief Nicky Cox
THE world has only six months to change the course of the climate crisis, one of the world’s top energy experts has warned.
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 Ultra-rare 
Pokémon
An ultra-rare 
Pokémon 
card is 
expected 
to ‘catch’ a 
whopping 
£88,000 at 
auction next week. 
The card is one of seven 
given to the first-place 
winners of a Pokémon 
card tournament in 
Tokyo, Japan, way back 
in August 1999 – which 
means the card itself is 
very likely older than 
you! It’s so rare that 
Heritage Auctions has 
referred to the Pokémon 
Super Secret Battle        
No 1 Trainer card as the 
“holy grail” for Pokémon 
collectors.

 Gemstone jackpot
A Tanzanian mining boss has 
earned £2.7 million (7.74bn 
Tanzanian shillings) after 
discovering two record-sized 
tanzanite gemstones. The stones, 
found only in a small northern 
region of the East African 
nation, have been bought by the 
government to be put on show in 
Tanzania’s national museum. The 
boss will share 10% of the money 
among the miners who found 
it, and the rest will go towards 
building a new shopping centre 
and school for the local area – 
after he’s thrown a party!
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TANZANIA JAPANPACIFIC OCEAN
 Garbage patch clean-up

After 48 days at sea, the crew of the Ocean Voyages 
Institute ship S/V Kwai successfully removed a record 
93.4 tonnes of fishing nets and other plastic junk  
from the sea. 
The operation was carried out in the part of the Pacific 
Ocean commonly known as the Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch, or North Pacific Subtropical Convergence Zone, 
to give it its official name. This area is the centre of 
what’s known as a gyre, which is a circular current.  
The way the current moves leads to a build-up of 
rubbish in the middle, which can be targeted by clean-up 
expeditions like this one.
“The oceans can’t wait for these nets and debris to 
break down into microplastics,” said Mary Crowley, the 
founder of the Ocean Voyages Institute. “There is no 
doubt in my mind that our work is making the oceans 
healthier for the 
planet and safer 
for marine wildlife, 
as these nets 
will never again 
entangle or harm 
a whale, dolphin, 
turtle or reef.” Lo
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ACROSS
3) Joining; intersecting; connecting (noun 11)
5) Geographic climate zones with hot summers and mild winters,         
located north and south of the equator (adjective 11)
7) Pieces of mined, mineral crystal that are cut and polished                
(plural noun 9)
8) The chief prize, usually in a game or contest (noun 7)

DOWN
1) A series of contests between a number of  
competitors, competing for an overall prize (noun 10) 
2) Very small pieces of artificial material that pollute the           
environment (plural noun 13)
4) Something that is highly sought after, but is very hard to get or    
achieve. It is said to have been used by Jesus Christ (noun 4, 5)
6) A public sale in which goods or property are sold to the highest       
bidder (noun 7)
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remained, so even bigger shift s are needed to the 
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wind and solar power being a top focus.
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to electric vehicles and improve broadband, to help 
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After 48 days at sea, the crew of the Ocean Voyages 
Institute ship S/V Kwai successfully removed a record 
93.4 tonnes of fishing nets and other plastic junk  
from the sea. 
The operation was carried out in the part of the Pacific 
Ocean commonly known as the Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch, or North Pacific Subtropical Convergence Zone, 
to give it its official name. This area is the centre of 
what’s known as a gyre, which is a circular current.  
The way the current moves leads to a build-up of 
rubbish in the middle, which can be targeted by clean-up 
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3) Joining; intersecting; connecting (noun 11)
5) Geographic climate zones with hot summers and mild winters,         
located north and south of the equator (adjective 11)
7) Pieces of mined, mineral crystal that are cut and polished                
(plural noun 9)
8) The chief prize, usually in a game or contest (noun 7)

DOWN
1) A series of contests between a number of  
competitors, competing for an overall prize (noun 10) 
2) Very small pieces of artificial material that pollute the           
environment (plural noun 13)
4) Something that is highly sought after, but is very hard to get or    
achieve. It is said to have been used by Jesus Christ (noun 4, 5)
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