
Discussion Problems

Step 1: Before and After

National Curriculum Objectives:

Mathematics Year 1: (1M4b) Sequence events in chronological order using language [for 

example, before and after, next, first, today, yesterday, tomorrow, morning, afternoon and 

evening]

About this resource: 

As this resource is aimed at Year 1, we recommend that an adult reads the problem to 

children who cannot yet access it for themselves. Children may need scissors and the 

resource enlarging to A3 to allow them to experiment with different ways to order the 

events. 

This resource has been designed for pupils who understand the concepts within this step. It 

provides pupils with more opportunities to enhance their reasoning and problem solving 

skills through more challenging problems. Pupils can work in pairs or small groups to 

discuss with each other about how best to tackle the problem, as there is often more than 

one answer or more than one way to work through the problem.

There may be various answers for each problem. Where this is the case, we have provided 

one example answer to guide discussion.  

We recommend self or peer marking using the answer page provided to promote 

discussion and self-correction.

More Year 1 Time resources.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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Before and After

1. Sort the pictures below into the order they could happen at a birthday party.

Use the word bank to explain what happened at the party. 

2. Order the pictures using the timeline below.
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Before and After

1. Sort the pictures below into the order they could happen at a birthday party.

Use the word bank to explain what happened at the party.

Various possible ways to order events dependent on experiences.  

In the afternoon, the children arrived at the party. First, the birthday girl opened her 

presents.  After, the children watched the magician perform some tricks. Next, they 

played party games and danced.  In the evening, the children ate party food.  Then,

the children sang happy birthday. Finally, the children were each given a party bag.    

2. Order the pictures using the timeline below. 

Various possible ways to order the events dependant on the child’s routine.  
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